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— Twiſleton, Eſe Richardſon Farrand, _ 
liam Wrightſon, = Timothy Sterne, Eq; 
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Henry Yarborough, Eſq; Jake Smith, Eſq; 
Comps Cooke, Ele | Philip Harland, _ 
William Simpſon, 5 Fehn Burton, Eſq; 
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Now preſent you with the follow- 
ing Sermon, which at your Re- 
L queſt I have ventur d to publiſh: 

I had deſigned to have annexed to it a 
full Eeplication of another famous _ 
that 
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Alteration in the Form of my Diſcourſe, ſhall 
as well as delayed the Publication of ¶ Judt 
it. 

But . 1 ths grew mer 
my Hands te a Size, that I thought 
_ ſomewhat dif proportionate, and too 

large for an Appendix. It may per- 
haps, if it ſhall. be deemed. neceſſary, 
be tory cp in a diſtin Dien 


by ie. 


Tam not G vain as to . 
others will now read this Sermon with 
the ſame Candor that you were pleaſed 
to receive it from the Pulpit. I know 
there are many truly great and juſtly 
admired Names, as well as ſome ſtrong 
Prejudices againſt the Doctrine contain- 

ed in it. But I am fo fully convinced, 
not only of the Truth, but of the Im- 
portance too of wha: T have advanced, 


that io the Reader will only bring alon gr 


DEDICATION. : 


with him the Spirit of the Chriſtian, 1 
ſhall not much fear the Ry of the 
Judge. I am, 


GENTLEMEN, 


© 


Your moſt obedient, and 


moft humble Servant, 


= 


Charles Willats. 
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For hay the Gentiles, which have nal 
. the Law, do by. Nature the things 
contained in the Law, theſe having 
not the Law; are a Lau unto them- 


. : Which ſbew the Work of the 


Hare written in their Hearts. ——— : 


HE Religion of Nati has "DEL 
for many Years the favourite Idol 
of this Proteſtant Kingdom., The 
Scriptures were formerly eſteemed the ſole 
Rule of Faith, and the-only Standard of Di- 
vine Truth, But the Word of God muſt now, ; 
it ſeems, give the Way and Precedency to this 
great and 3 Law of Nature; which has 
of late been cry d up with as much Noiſe and 
Clamour, and 7 — with as little Senſe too, 
Diana was by the Epbe- 


as the great Goddeſs 
fans, when the greater Part, ; of thoſe, who 


B joined 


* þ ＋ 


. Af re. Sermon 
joined in che Cry, hnew not wherefre they, 
Were come a. IE 


i To this e ee of Di 
_ vinity have been expreſsly aſcribed, 


It is, they fay, Eternal and Unchangeable, 
| antecedent to the Will of God, and indepen- 
dent on it. It is fo exceeding clear in its 
Principles, that it is the only true Light that 
enlighteneth every Man that cometh into the 
World.——It is fo full and perfect in its Rules, 
that God himſelf can neither add to it, nor 
diminiſh ought from it. It is ſo univerſal 
in its Extent, that it comprehends the whole 
Race of Mankind ; all Kings muſt fall down 
before it, and all. N ations, upon Earth do it 
Service. — It is ſo authoritative in its Dictates, 
that God as well as Man, the Creator ag well 
as the Creature, is obliged to conform 1 to oR. 


From this fogle Soutcy dad Fountain of 
Light, we are told, that all the right Notions 
of the Deity are originally « derived, and all the 
great Lines of Morality drawn; inſomuch 
that unleſs theſe are firſt known and believed, 
Revelation it fel If can fignify nothing to us : for 
Natural Relig ion is the . Foundation of all 
that is inftituted and reyealed, 


Now 


Now all theſe Aſſertions ſeem to me very 
ſhocking Poſitions, not only incapable of being 
reconciled to the Wotd of God, but of fatal 
Tendency to ſtrengthen the Hands of thoſe 
that oppoſe it. And in Fact we find, that 
the keeneſt Arrows that have been ſhot againſt 
Chriſtianity, have been drawn from this Qui- 
ver. . What ſome very good Men have made 
the only Foundation of our Faith, other very 
bad Men have, perhaps with leſs Inconfiſtency, 
made the principal Foundation of their Infi- 
delity. And if our Divines will ſtill tell them, 
that unleſs all the great Things contained in 
their Law of Nature, are firſt known and be- 
leved, the Revelation of God himſelf can 
fgnify Nothing ; we cannot, I think, much 
wonder, that they ſhould now at laſt tell our 
Divines, that where all theſe great Things are 
firſt known and believed, Revelation can f 
nify Little. 


For the very End of Revelation is, I — 
ſume, to diſcover to us, by a fapernatural 
Light from Heaven, thoſe Truths which we 
are naturally ignorant of, and not the Truths 
which we naturally know ; and theſe, with 
Submiſſion, I muſt believe are Truths of the 
ligheft, and not of the leaſt Importance, to 
12 * „„ 
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the Glory of God, and the Salvation of 
Man. | 


But to er if "ofible, to the Bottom of 
this Subject; I would fain learn from the pre- 
ent Advocates of the Religion of Nature, where 
we may find the Autographa of this boaſted 
Law, and the original Text upon which ſuch 
ſurprizing Comments have been written. This 
is a fair Queſtion, and which I think ein to 
be as fairly anſer'd, | 


But theſe FREE Men muſt kinds, that 'tis 

only ſending us upon a Fool's Errand, to bid 
us. conſult the great Digeſt and Pandect of 
Nature, and the everlaſting Tables of right 
Reaſon, which, they ſay, are much more an- 
cient, and by ſome Expreſſions, it ſhould 
ſeem, more ſacred too, than the very Tables 
on which God himſelf wrote the Command- 
ments he deliver'd to Moſes. For aſk now of 
the Days that are paſt, ſince the Day that God 
created Man upon the Earth; and aſk from 
the one Side of Heaven unto. the other, Who, 
of all the Sons of Adam, ever faw theſe ever- 1 
laſting Tables, or ever heard of any Library der 
upon Earth, where this Digeſt of Nature was Spo 
to be found? And what God has never once the 
ee nor xeopmmended to aur Notice - 
and 


f 


kind, 
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and no Man to this Day can tell us where we 
may find, I ſhall look upon as a mere Idol, 
which ſome Moderns have ſet up in their 
Hearts, but which, in the ſtricteſt Senſe of 
dt. Paul s Words, is Nothing i in the M ae, 


But I ſeem perhaps to forget my Text, of 
which I expect now to be reminded, and of 


thoſe ſtrong Expreſſions contained in it, where 


St. Paul, as theſe learned Men will needs 


have it, does expreſsly affirm, That the Gen- 
tiles themſelves, who had not the Law of 
Moſes, nor any Revelation from God, did yet 
by the mere Strength and Light of Nature 


do the great Things contain'd in the Law); 


and though they had not the Law, yet they 
were a ſufficient Law unto themſelves, and 


ſhewed the grand Work of the Law written 
on their Hearts; which plainly proves that 


there is a Law * Nature antecedent to the 


reveal'd Will of God, and independent on it, 


that is written in the Hearts of all Man- 


Now I am fully convinced, that 15 mo- 


dern Geographer may as ſoon find the very 
Spot of Ground where Paradiſe ſtood, before 
the _— was broken down and diflolved at 


the 
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the Deluge; and the apoſtate Je as ſoon 
diſcover that unknown Region of the World, 
where the Ten Tribes of acl lye:concealed 
to this Day ; as cither the Infidel or the Chri- 
ſtian can find thoſe Gentiles, that did by the 
mere Strength of Nature do the great Things 
contained in the Law of Mofes. For it is 
plain from almoſt every Page in the Bible, 
| that after the Days of Moſes, till the coming 
of Chriſt, 3 was not a fingle Nation un- 
der Heaven, the Jeus only excepted, that 
either knew or worſhipped the true God. 
And how it was poflible for thoſe, who knew 
not God, to do the great Things contained in 
the Law of God, it will require more Philo- 
ſophy, I believe, than even theſe great Men 
are Maſters of, to ſhew. And that St. Paul 
himſelf never once dreamed of this boaſted 
Law of Nature, that is faid to be written in 
Mens Hearts; and that thoſe learned Men, 
who have urged this Paſſage as a ſtrong Proof 
of it, did only dream fo, is what I ſhall now 
endeayour to prove. From which Account 
we ſhall, I hope, at laſt find the true Mean- 
ing of this miſ-tranſlated and miſtaken Paſ- 
fage, and be able perhaps to diſcover the Riſe 
of thoſe rer DoQrines that n n 


built upon it. 
| The 
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Ne, 
The great Mr. Lacks who Wine a ve- 
y elaborate Comment upon this Epiſtle, juſt- 
ly admired St. Paul as a very cloſe Reaſoner, 
who always argued: to the Point he was up- 
on; and as a great Maſter of. Addreſs too, 
who always took care to give as little Offence 
N his « AY wot TI BE 
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But if. now, "ackbeiting to 45 common 180 
terpretation, the Gentiles in my Text were 
thoſe: Gentiles who! continued under that Apo- 
ſtaſy and Revolt from God, which the fut 
Gentiles in the preceding Chapter began, it 
will poſe the acuteſt Reaſoner upon Earth to 
reconcile the amiable Character St. Paul gives 
of the one, with the very black and hideout 
COR in WARE he deſcribes the other. vols 
Read dial Catalbgas: of 3 
dous Sins, to which the firſt Gentilut were 
abandoned by God upon their Apoſtaſy from 
him; and then compare them, and try if it 
b polnble that thoſe Gentiles who petſe. 
rered in this Apoſtaſy from the true God, 
could: deſerve, or be in any Senſe capable of 
that Character which. St. Paul gives them in 
T ext before us. The former Deſeriptios pre- 
OOH, ſents 
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ſents us with a ghaſtly Scene of the greateſt 
Enormities that Man can commit; the latter, 
if I do not greatly miſtake, expreſſes in few 
Words the Height of Piety and Goodneſs. — 
But let us take this Paſſage in another Light. | 
The Apoſtle had faid in'the very Verſe before 
my Text, that not the Hearers of the Law are 
Juſt before God, but the Doers of the Lau ſhall 
be juſtified, But if you now aſk, Who theſe 
Doers of the Law are? St. Paul, that great 
Maſter of Addreſs, who is ſo very tender of 
ſhocking his Countrymen the Jeu, is plain- 
ly made to anſwer in the very next Words, 
that they are the Gentiles who continue in 
open Agoſtafy from God. Theſe, it. ſeems, 
are the Doers of the Law which ſhall be juſti- 
fied ; for though they have not the Law, yet 
they do the Things contained in the Law, and 
that by the ſole Strength of Nature too, and 
ſo compleatly alſo, that they are a Law unto 
themſelves; which ſbe the Work, or great 
End, of the Law written on their Hearts,— 
This is in truth a Doctrine ſo ſhocking, not 
to Jeu only, but, I ſhould hope, to all Chri- 
ſtians too, that the very naming of it | may 
ſhew that St. Pauls Words have certainly been 
miſtaken. And yet it is exceeding plain, that 


in * Verſes following my Text, che great 
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Apoſtle proceeds in the very. ſame Chain of 
Argument to ſhew, that the Jeus were in 
truth only Hearers, but not Doers of the Law ; 
and bad | therefore their Circumciſion, in 
which they ſo much boaſted, was made Un- 
_ circumciſion ;; Whereas the Gentiles in my 
Text, whom St. Paul deſcribes in ſich beau- 
tiful Colours, are the Uncircumcifion that 
keep the Rightcouſneſs of the Law, and 
2 ſhall be therefore counted for Circum- 
They are, as it is expreſſed in the 
en n Vent the Uncircumcifion by Nature, 
that, in the ſtrongeſt Ward the Apoſtle could 
uſe, fulfils the Law; and therefore muſt con- 
dema the Jeu, who by the Letter and Circums 
cifion tranſgreſeth the Law, For he is not 4 
Jeu, who is one outwardly, and can plead on- 
ly his carnal Deſcent from Abraham ; i neither 
ts that Circumcifion, which is outward in the 
Fleſh: But be is the Few, why is one imward- 
h; a true Maclite indeed, of the Faith of 


their Father Abraham : and Cirrumciſion is 


that of the Heart, in the Spirit, and not in 
the Letter, whoſe Praiſe is nat of Men but | of 
God.—— Theſe, as St. Paul ſpeaks in another 
Place, are the Circumcifion that worſhip God 
in the Spirit, and rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus, and 
Rieder 10 n And ſuch I 


will 


— — 
we r „ — 
4 n — 


= 
* 

4] 

n is 
7 

i 

* 

f 

5 

45 


" 


vo 434 & Aﬀezt-Sermon * 


will now provurne are 1 Gentiles in my 


For" to 6 fel this Point to a 1 ſhort Iſſue: 
St. Paul was the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, ſent 

to open their Eyes, to turn them from Dark- 
neſe to Light, and "I: the Power f Satan 
unto God, 


| "Now theſe Gemeiles in my Text muſt be 
either thoſe who were converted, or . thoſe 
who ſtill /at in Darkneſs and the Shadow of 
Death, under the Dominion of the Devil, 
without Chriſt, without: Hope, and without 
God in the World, If they were Gentiles by 
Nature, who were now converted to Chriſt, 
the Character St. Paul gives them in my Text 
is conſiſtent with every Text in Scripture, 
which ſpeaks of the firſt Converts in as high 
Terms; but if they were ſtill under the 
Power of Satan, you may as ſoon reconcile 
Light and Darkneks, Chriſt and Belial toge- 
ther, as make the received Interpretation of 
this Paſſage conſiſtent either with common 
Senſe, or the Word of God. 


WY 


\, Fer hay 1 beſcech you, are the Things 


coinainell in the Law ? Is not the very firſt 
| and 
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and greateſt Commandment” of all, Thou ſhalt 
have no other Gods but me? Is not the Second, 
Thou ſhalt not make unto thyſelf any graven 
Image—— Thou ſhalt not bow down to them, 
nr worſhip them? Are not theſe Two in a 
manner the Sum and Subſtance of the whole 
Law, inſiſted on and inculcated over and 
over in every Chapter of the Bible? And 
oould the Gentiles after all, before they were 
converted and turned from Idols to ſerve the 
living God who made Heaven and Earth, do 
the things contained in this Law ? It is a gla- 
ing and eee Sama ene : 


"Moſes tells us, * n ſeerificeth ey 
any Gods, ſave unto Jehovah only, ſball be ut- 
terly dgſtroyed. And were the Gentiles who, 
St, Paul ſays, ſacrificed unto Devils,” and not | 
unto God, the very fame” Gentiles who, the 
fame Apoſtle tells us, did the things contained 
in the Law? It is the Height of I 


and enn Nerv 50 | 


But here I ſuppoſe e by ene rest Men we 
ſhall be told, that” theſe Laws were given to 
the Maelites only, and not to the Gentiles, 1 
own it; I plead for it: The strength of my 
Argument againſt their boaſted Law of Na- 

C2 ture 
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ture is from this irreſiſtible; and the aſtoniſh. 
ing Weakneſs of their Plea from the Words of 
my Text demonſtrable. God bad indeed 
ſhewed his Word unto Jacob, his Statutes and 
Judgments unto fuel; but he had not dealt jo 
with any other Nation, neither lad the Hea- 
then 
in Judah only that God himſelf was known, 
his Name was great in Muel; whereas all the 
Gods of the 1 were s I * 


| But EM GE be es, was 

this boaſted Law of Nature? or what was 
the Light thereof? which during this long 
Night of Pagan Darkneſs could-nat diſtinguiſh 
an Idol from the living God, nor the Crea- 
ture from the Creator, who is bleſſed for 
ever ? And ſhall we be Kill told, that natural 
Religion is the ſole Foundation of that which 
is revealed? So that where the Being and At- 
tributes of God, and other Points of 
Morality, are not firſt known by the Light 
of Nature, Revelation itfelf- can ſignify no- 
thing ; and that it is indeed ridiculous in all 
reſpects to pretend to prove theſe Things by 
Revelation? But how comes it to paſs, 1 be- 
e "my with due 8 be it pb 


any Knowledge of his Laus. No; it was 
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that an Argument from the Mouth of God 
ſhall be ght ridiculous, which in the 
Mouth of a modern Philoſopher ſhall carry 
the Force of Demonſtration ? What ! Is not 
the Bible as goad a Book, and as ſufficient too 
for the Conviction of an Atheiſt, as Dr, Clarke's 
Book of the Being and Attributes of God ? 
Or cannot this Almighty Being reveal himſelf 
to them that know him not, diſcover himſelf 
even to them that ſeek him not, and manifeſt 
himſelf to them that aſk not after him? — 
What! Was not Chriſt then in Truth a 
Light to lighten the Gentiles who knew not 
God ? Or did he not indeed ſend his Apoſtles 
to open the Eyes of theſe blind Pagans, fo 
turn them from Darkneſs to Light, and ”m—_— 
the Power 1 Satan unto God? 2 


And is it after all ridiculous, in all Teſpedts 
ridiculous, to pretend ta prove theſe Things 
from Revelation ? And does Revelation itſelf 
neceflarily preſuppoſe theſe "Things as firſt 
known, and always ſpeak of them as preſup- 
poſed, when the Scriptures not only /ippoſe, 
but in the moſt expreſs Terms rm them to 
be abſolutely untnoun to the whole Gentile 
World; and that there was not a ſingle People 
pon. Earth, beũdes the Jeus to whom the 


Oracles 
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' Oratits og Gd were committed, that either 
knew or worſhipped the true God And is it 
no poſſible to conceive that St. Paul himſelf 


could affirm, that the Gentiles before their 


Converſion, even while they knew not God, 
but did Service to them who were by Nature 
no Gods; did at the ſame time do the Things 
contained in the Law of God ? That while 
they were thus given over to a reprobate Mind, 
| ſuffered to walk in their own Ways, and to 
follow their own Imaginations, they were yet 
a Law unto themſelves ? and that the Hea- 
then, even when they had not any Know- 
ledge of God's Laws, did yet ſhew the Work 
of the Law written in their Hearts? In truth, 
I am quite aſhamed to expoſe in this manner 
the Nakedneſs of this Interpretation; but J 
hope the eee of 55 * will be 
he n. 


The great Apoſtle * the Gentiles 3. con- 
verted many Thouſands of them to the Faith 
of Chriſt; but in every Epiſtle which he 
writes to i them in this Faith, he ne- 


ver fails to remind them of the deplorable 


State they were in, before their Converſion to 
it. They were then without Strength, the 


Servants of Sin, and Enemies 1 in their Mind 
| "0 by 


lieve 
they « 
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by wicked Works; nay, they were even dead 
in Sins, and by Nature the Children of Wrath, 
even as others. And is it poſſible that they 
could at the ſame time Do, and that by Ne. | 
ture too, the Things contained i in the Law? 
He tells them, that before their Converſion 
they lived as other Gentiles live, in Fornica- 
tion, Uncleanneſs, inordinate Affection, evil 
Concupiſcence, and all thoſe Sins, for which 
the Wrath of God cometh upon the Children of 
Diſobedience : And were they at that time al- 
ſo a ſufficient Law unto themſelyes ? He re- 
minds them, that in Times paſt they walked as 
other Gentiles walk, in the Vanity . of their 
Minds, having their Underſtanding darkned; 
being alienated from the Life of God, through 
the Ignorance that 1s in them, becauſe of the 
Blindneſs of their Hearts, who being paſt feel- 
ng have given themſelves over unto Laſtivi- 
ouſneſs, to work all Uncleanneſs with Greedi- 
neſs, And can the wildeſt Imagination be- 
lieve that the ame Apoſtle could affirm, that 
they did at that time ſhe the Work of the Law 
written in their Hearts? What a Load of 
Abſurdities does this ſingle Interpretation of 
my Text throw upon the great Apoſtle 
St. Paul? and yet how greedily has it been 
catched at by ns learned Men to advance a 
favourite 
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favourite Notion, that J verily think is incon- 
ſiſtent with, and plainly condemned in almoſt 

. every Page of Scripture, I could eafily heap 
 Argunient upon Argument, and till heighten 
this accumulative Evidence in Proof of my 
Aﬀertion, For ſo far was St. Paul from once 
thinking of this boaſted Law of Nature, 6 
far from once ſpeaking one ſingle Word in its 
Favour, fo far from aſſerting that the inviſi- 
ble Things of God could ever be diſcovered 
dy the bare Light of it, that he not only af- 
firms over and over, that the Gentiles knew not 
God ; but moreover proves too, that they ne- 
ver could have known him, unleſs God in his 

infinite Mercy had firſt ſent his Apoſtles to 

h and reveal him unto them, 'This, in 

St. Paul's Judgment, was the only Means by 

| which God could ever be found of them that 
fought him not, or be made manifeſt to them 

that aſked not after him; and I am quite ama- 

zed, that good Chriſtians ſhould differ ſo 

widely from him. For pray what is the 

Meaning of that remarkable Phraſe St. Paul 

uſes to the Galatians, whom he had himſelf 

converted? Then when ye knew not God, ye 

did ſervice to them who are by nature no Gods: 

but now after that ye have known God, or ra- 

ther are known of God This Expreſſion ſeems 

to me with great Strength and Beauty to 5 

ph, 
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ply, that unleſs God had firſt viſited the Gen- 
tiles to take out of them a People for his 
Name, and had been pleaſed to have firſt 
owned them for his Servants, they had never 
known or owned bim for their God, And 
from this very Argument St. Paul at once 
juſtifies himſelf to the Jews, and pleads the 
Neceflity of his Miſſion to the Gentiles, God 
had often ſpoken of a new Covenant that he 
would make in the latter Days, when there 
ſhould be no longer Difference between Few 
and Gentile ; but, in the Words of the Pro- 
phet Joel, Whoever ſhould call upon the Name 
of Jehovah ſhould be ſaved. Upon which the 
Apoſtle immediately breaks out in theſe re- 
markable Words: How then ſhall they call on 
him, in whom they have not Jelioved ? And 
how ſhall they believe in him, of whom they 
have not heard? And how ſhall they hear with- 
out a Preacher ? and how ſhall they preach, ex- 

cept they be ſent ? So then Faith cometh by 
hearing, and hearing by the Word of God. 
We have here, I think, as plain a Demon- 
ſtration as any in Euclid, that as the Gentile 
World knew not God, believed not in him, 

and had not ſo much as heard of him; io 
they could never have called upon his Name 
for Salvation, unleſs God had firſt ſent his A- 


poſtles to ved him, and to preach the Go- - 


D _ oe 
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ſpel of Peace, even the glad Tidings of Salva. 
tion unto them. This ſingle Paſſage of the 
great Apoſtle of the Gentiles carries ſuch Con- 
viction along with it, and ſtrikes with ſuch a 
Force, as is ſufficient to tear up at once this 
imaginary Law of Nature by the Roots. It 
ſhews in the ſtrongeſt Point of Light the ab- 
ſolute Neceſſity of Revelation, and that Chriſt 
was, in the higheſt Senſe of the Words, 4 
Light to ligbten the Gentiles ; and at the ſame 
time proves, that the Religion of Nature, to 
which the Characters of Divinity are now 


aſcribed, and which is by ſome ſet up in di- 


rect Oppoſition to the Goſpel, is in truth as 
groſs a Fiction, and as mere an Idol, as any 
of the Gods which the Heathens themſelves 


worſhipped. 


And had the Words in my Text been right- 
ly pointed in the Original, only by placing 
the Comma after dor inſtead of before it, and 
then literally tranſlated, When the Gentiles, 
which have not the Law by Nature, Do the 
Things contained in the Law ; the Words had 


been ſtrong and beautiful, and the Senſe of 
them plain and obvious: there had been no 


room for miſtaking St. Paul's Meaning, nor 
the leaſt Shadow of an Argument to be drawn 
from them i in favour of the Law of Nature. 

| 
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It had then evidently appeared, that the Gen- 
tiles in my Text, which do the Things contain- 
ed in the Law, were the Uncircumcihon that 
keeps the Righteouſneſs of the Law ; the Uncir- 
cumciſion by Nature that fulfils the Law; 
and that therefore ſhall be counted for Cir- 
cumciſion, even the true Grcumciſion of the 
Heart, wheſe DO 7s wer of Men, but of 
God. 


The very learned * Gn who was wil- 
ling enough to build ſomething like a Law of 
Nature upon this Text, yet plainly faw, and 
was ſo ingenuous as to own, that the Words 
might fairly be tranſlated as I have render'd 
them ; but the Context plainly ſhews, and 
the Senſe of the whole Scripture proves, that 
they not only fairly may, but MY ought 
to be fo tranſlated. | 


The Jeus indeed were born under the 
Law, and ſo they had the Law by Nature, 
that is, from their very Birth, which the 
Gentiles had not; and it ſhould be remem- 
ber'd, that wwe who are Fews by Nature, and 
not Sinners of the Gentiles, are the very Words 
of our great Apoſtle himſelf in his Speech to 
| D 2 „ Pe- : 

9 Lib. £ Cap. i/$. 16. Par, 6, De jur. Bell. & Pac. 
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| St. Peter : And yet I verily think it would be 
the Height of Abſurdity to affirm of the beſt 


Fews that ever lived, that they did by Nature 


the Things contained in the Law. But to af- 
firm this of the Gentiles, if there be Degrees 
of Impoſlibility, is ſurely the very Firſt-born 
of Contradictions, and that whether they 
were converted to Chriſt or not : for if * 
were Converts to the Faith of Chriſt, it was 
certainly by Grace, and not by Nature, that 
they did the Things contained in the Law; but 
if they were not Converts, but ſtill Servants 
to. Sin, and under the Power of Satan, it was 
abſolutely impoſſible they ſhould do them at 
all, or ever ſhew the Work of the * written 
on ther Hearts, | 


So that, rack and torture this Sentence as 
long as you pleaſe, in the preſent Poſition of 
the Words, as they now ſtand in our Tranſla- 
tion, the Wit of Man can never extract com- 
mon Senſe out of it, or force it to ſpeak any 
thing, which will not be a flat Contradiction 
to the whole Scripture. 


Blut to do Juſtice 5 my Argument, * 

throw in ſtill more Light upon this greatly- 
miſtaken Paſſage, let us now enquire into the 
original Deſign of the Law; that ſo we may 
better 
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better underſtand what the Work of the Law 
is, and what the Things contained i in it mean, 
in the T ext before us. 


The Jes, we know, greatly boaſted of 
their Law: This was not their Fault; 
might juſtly have ſo boaſted. For what Na- 
tion under Heaven was there ſo great, that 
had Statutes and Judgments ſo righteous, as 
all that Law which God, by the Hands of his 
Servant Moſes, had ſet before them? But their 
great Misfortune, and their great Fault too 
was, that they had now by their vain Tradi- 
tions quite miſtaken the original Deſign of 
their Law; which, as St. Paul tells them, was 
their School-maſter to bring them to Ghrif, who 
is the End of the Law for Righteouſneſs to eue- 
ry one that believeth ; and who had been pro- 
miſed as an univerſal Bleſſing to the whole 
World long before their Law was given by 
Moſes, For the Scripture, foreſeeing that 
God would juſtify the Heathen through Faith, 
preached before the Goſpel to Abraham, ay 
ing, In thee and thy Seed Meal all Nations be 


bleſſed. 
Now this original Covenant, as St. Paul 


finely argues, which was before confirmed of _ 


God in Cura; or rather, as I think it ſhould 
ROE be 


* 
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be tranſlated, 70 Chriſt, who was the Seed 
meant in the Promiſe ; the Law, which was 
four hundred Nears after, and given to a ſingle 
People only, could not diſannul, that it ſhould 
make the former Promiſe void, or of none Ef 
fe, That till ſubſiſted in the fame Force 
and Vigour under the Law, as it did before it. 
For ſurely the Performance of one Covenant, 
which God made with their Fathers, Abraham, 
Jaac, and Jacob, to give unto their Poſterity 
the Land of Canaan for a Poſſeſſion, was no 
Proof that he was unmindful of that better 


Covenant, in which all the Nations of the 


Earth were to be bleſſed, 


You will aſk, Wherefore then ſerveth the 


Law, which was given with ſuch amazing 


Pomp and Terror to the Children of uel on- 


ly, with an utter Excluſion of the whole 
| Gentile World, from whom they were by 


this Law ſepara 
ſtrongeſt Fence and Partition-Wall that God 


himſelf could raiſe between them ? 


Why, all this notwithſtanding, the Law 
was by no means againſt the Promiſes of God, 


as St. Paul ſpeaks; but, on the contrary, de- 


ſign'd to keep up the Remembrance of them 
n the Earth, and was 'only added, in the A- 


poſtle's 


ted and diſtinguiſhed by the 


| 
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poſtle's Phraſe, till the Seed ſhould come, to 
whom the original Promiſe of this univerſal 
Bleſſing was made; but with infinite Wiſdom 
added, becauſe of Tranſgreſſions. For the whole 
Gentile World were now in a State of Apoſta- 
ſy from God; they ſerved and adored the 
Heavens, inſtead of the God that created 
them ; they worſhipped the Sun, Moon, and 
Stars, even all the Hoſt of Heaven : Theſe, 
they thought, were the Gods that governed 


the World, that gave them Rain and fruitful 


Seaſons, and to whom they were indebted for 
all the Products of the Earth, and all the 
Bleſſings they enjoyed in-it. And it is well 
known from every Page of Scripture, that the 
Children of 1 ael, from the Day that God 
delivered them out of the Land of Egypt, till 
their Return from their Captivity in Babylon, 
were ever prone to follow theſe Abominations 
of the Heathen, in tranſgreſing the Covenant 
of the Lord, and worſhipping the Hoſt of Hea- 


den &. | 


* 


Becauſe of theſe Tranſgreſſions therefore, and 
to keep alive the Knowledge of the true God 
in the World, which would otherwiſe have 
xen ſoon loſt-out of it, was the Law added, 
5 until 
* Sce the 20th Chapter of Ezekiel throughout. 
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until the promiſed Seed ſhould come, in ice 
all the Nations of the Earth were to be Bed, 
and in whom all the Promiſes of God from 
the Foundation of the World, are Yea, and 


wn = by 


But 1 the Law had We the great 
Work intended by God, and anſwered the 


End propoſed by him that gave it; when in 


Chriſt, the Seed promifed to Abraham, and ne 

ſo punctually deſcribed both by Moſes and the a 
Prophets, was now actually come; the Fence Bi G f 
between Few and Gentile is of courſe remo- i, 1 
ved, and the Partition-Wall broken down: Ys 
For now, in the prophetick Language of the 8 
Pialmiſt, God hath made known his Salvation, he 1 

his Righteouſneſs hath he openly ſhewed in the ay « 
Sight of the Heathen : He hath remembered bis N unc 
Mercy and Truth towards the Houſe of Iſrael, Hoſ 
and all the Ends of the Earth have een the Sal. ne li 
vation of our Goll. 8 when 
een 
ghte 


who looked for Redemption in fuel, plainly n che 
waited for, as well as their Father Jacob, he IL, 
when juſt before his Death he uttered thoſc Faith | 
remarkable Words: T have waited for thy Sal- han G 
vation, O Lord: And which old Simeon ful- ad b N 
ly explains, when he had his Saviour in hl © 
Arms, 
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Arms, and faid, Lord, now letteft thou thy 
Servant depart in Peace; for mine Eyes have: 
ſeen thy Salvation, which thou haſt prepared be- 
fore the Face of all People : a Laght to lighten. 
the Gentiles, and the Glory of thy People Iſrael. 
There remains therefore now no Difference 
between Few and Gentile, For the Righ- 
teouſneſs of God without the Law, as St. Paul 
emphatically expreſſes it, is now manifeſted, 
being fully witneſſed both by the Law and 
the Prophets, which the Jeuus have in their. 
own Hands; and by which it is plain, that 
Chrift is the End of the Law for Righteouſneſs 

9 every one that believeth. And therefore 
when the Gentiles in my Text, which by Na- 
ture have not the Law, Do the zu 28 „du, 
the Things originally intended by, and virtu- 
aly contained in the Law ; when they re- 
nounce their Idols, and no longer worſhip the, 
Hoſt of Heaven, but turn to the Service of 
the living God, who made Heaven and Earth ; 
when they accept of that Salvation that is now 
made known unto them, and ſubmit to the. 
Righteouſneſs of God that is now manifeſted 
n their Sight; theſe, though they have not 
the Law, are a Law unto themſelves, their 
Faith in Chriſt and his Doctrine does more” 
than ſupply the Place of the Law of Meet; 
and by 1 4 Submiſſion to that promiſed Seed, 

E = 
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in whom all the Nations of the Earth were to 
be blefled, and who is the very End of the 


Law itſelf for Righteouſneſs to every one that 


believeth, they evidently ſhew the _ Work 
of the Law written in their Hearts 


This is now ; che true, the n and full 
Meaning of this greatly miſtaken Paſſage; 
and which I think could not poſſibly have 
been miſtaken, as I before obſerved, if it had 
not been firſt miſpointed i in the Original; but 
the Comma being placed before Guo: inſtead 
of after it, the Term Nature was in every 
Verſion thrown into a wrong Poſition ; and 
the Law written in their Hearts following ſo 


ſoop after in the fame Sentence, theſe Words, 


which have not the leaſt Relation to cach 
other, and which in their true Meaning are as 
oppoſite as Light and Darkneſs, were blended 
and confounded together : and from this odd 
Jumble of the Words firſt ſprang, as I con- 
ceive, the famous Doctrine of innate Ideas, 
and of 1 know-not-what imaginary Law of 
Nature originally ſtamped and impreſſed upon 
the Soul of Man at his firſt coming into the 
World; the Abſurdity of which Doctrine has 


been ſo fully and fo juſtly expoſed by the late 


N celebrated Mr. Locke, that I need not enlarge 


upon = wilt be much more e our Fur. 
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poſe to obſerve, that to have the Law written 
in our Hearts, is a Phraſe that, in the Scrip- 
ture Language, expreſſes, not the State of a 
blind Pagan that knew not God, but the moſt 


conſummate Piety, and the utmoſt Perfection 


of Holineſs ; juſt as Sin itſelf, when arrived 
to its full Growth, is ſaid to be written or 
graven on the Heart, Thus when Judab had 
moſt grievouſly revolted from God, and went 
2 whoring after the Idols of the Nations, the 
Prophet ſays, The Sin of Fudah is written with 
a Pen of Iron, and with the Point of a Dia- 
mond ; it is graven on the very Tables of their 
Hearts. Whereas when God ſpeaks to his 
moſt faithful Servants, the Stile then runs, 
Hearken unto me, ye that know Righteouſneſs ; 
ye People in whoſe' Heart is my Law. 80 the 
Plalmiſt alſo deſcribes the State of ſuch Per- 
ſons, The Righteous ſhall inherit” the Land, 
and Dwell therein for ever : the' Law of his 
God is in his Heart, none of his Steps ſpall = 
fide. And when Chriſt himſelf cometh into 
the World, he faith, T delight to do thy Will, 
0 God; ; yea, thy Law 15 wan . Heart. 


And that excaidiy great Proiiſe of od, 
which was to take lake under the new Cove- 
nant, that he would make with the Houſe of 
. is conveyed in theſe remarkable Words: 
; E 2 After 
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After thoſe Days I will put my Law in their 


Minds, and will write it in their Hearts; and 
IT will be their God, and they ſhall be my Peo- 


ple. And I will be me my iful to their Sins, and 


tbeir Intquities will I remember no more, 
With a View to this gracious Promiſe, I ſup- 
poſe, when the Ten Commandments are re- 


cited in the Communion Service, the Church 
puts into our Mouth that moſt ſignificant and 


comprehenſive Prayer, Lord, have mercy up- 
on us, and write all theſe thy Laws in our 
Hearts, aue beſeech thee, This is, I think, a 
full Explication of what is meant in Scripture 


by the Law written in our Hearts; and J 


would now willingly hope, that the Chriſtian 
at leaſt is convinced, that it is written not by 


Nature, but by the Spirit of the living God; 
nor on Tables of Stone only, as St. Paul 
ſpeaks; but what is ſtill a much greater Bleſ- 


| ſing, an $e Aal Tables of the Heart. 


In a . 8 * to * HARE The 


whole Deſign of this Diſcourſe has been to 
vindicate the Honour of Chriſtianity, and to 
| ſhew the abſolute Neceflity of Revelation, 


To make you duly ſenſible, how infinitely 


we ſtand indebted, not to the Light of Na- 
ture, which, in the Things of God, is the 
very eee of Darkneſs, but to the mat- 


yelous 
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velous Light of Chriſt's Goſpel : and to give 
you the ſtrongeſt Conviction of that ſtupen- 
dous Inſtance of God's Love to a whole World 
of Sinners, who had apoſtatized and reyolted 
from him; when he fent his only-begotten 
Son into the World, that whoſoever believeth 
in him, might not periſh, but have everlaſting 
| Life, For from the very Darkneſs of Paga- 
niſm it is now clearly viſible, that without 
Faith it was impoſlible for the Gentiles either 
to pleaſe, or even to know God, And the 
Natural-Religion-Man himſelf will, I pre- 
ſume, ſubſcribe ta this Truth, That he that 
cometh unto God, muſt firſt believe, not only 
that he is, but that he is a Rewarder alſo of 
them that diligently ſeek him. Of which bleſ- 
ſed Reward, that we may all at laſt be Parta- 
kers, by having his Laws now written on our 
Hearts, God of his infinite Mercy grant, for 
the fake of his only Son Chriſt Jeſus our 
Lord ; to whom be aſcribed all Glory and 

Dominion both now and for evermore. 
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H E Neceſſity of: Divine Revelation, 

and the Truth of the Chriſtian Re- 
* aſſerted, in Eight Sermons ; to which 
is prefixed a Preface, with ſome Remarks on 
a late Book, entitled, The Scheme of Literal 
Prophecy confer d, &c. 2d Edit. 1729. 

2. A Vindication of the Civil Eftabliſh- 
ment of Religion, wherein ſome Poſitions of 
Mr. Chandler, the Author of the Literal Scheme, 
e. and an Anonyt Letter on that Sub- 
ject, are occaſion lly conſider d; with an Ap- 
pendix, containing a Letter from the Reve- 
rend Dr. Marſhall, and an Anſwer to the 
fame. 8vo. 1728. 

3. Twelve Sermons on ' ſeveral IP ; 
being the firſt Volume of the Author's Poſt- 
humous Works. 8vo. 2d Edit. 1735. 

4. Nineteen Sermons on ſeveral Occaſions. 
To which is prefix'd the Author's Life, and 
an Elogium, both written by John Burton, 


B. D. Fellow of Bee, Vol. 2d. 8vo. 
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1. benennen Sermons on ſeveral Occaſions. 


To which are added two Tracts, the one en- 
titled, — WO Converſion to the 2 2 
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of Rome; the other, 4 Perſuaſive to Confor. mw 


mity, addreſs'd to the Diſſenters. Volume my 
za and laſt, 2d Edit. 8vo.. 1740. | 


Theſe Five by the late Reverend Dr. Rogers. 


6. A practical Treatiſe on Chriſtian Per- 
fection. By V. Law, A.M. The 2d Edit. 
810. 1728. . 

7. Remarks on a late Book, entitled, The 
Fable of the Bees ; or, Private Vices Publick 
Benefits. In a Letter to the Author. To 
which is added, A Poſtſcript, containing an 
Obſervation or two upon Mr. Bayle. By 
W. Law, A. M. The 2d Edit. 8vo, | 

8. Three Letters to the Biſhop of Bangor. 
By W. Law, A. M. The 8th Edit. 8vo. 
The Firſt in Anſwer to his Lordſhip's late Ser- 
mon, and his Letter to Dr. Snape in Defence 
of 1 it, and the dangerous Nature of ſome Do- 
drines in his Preſervative. » The Second pro- 
ving his Lordſhip's Notions of Benediction, 
Abſolution, and Church-Communion, to be 
deſtructive of every Inſtitution of the Chriſtian 
Religion. To which is added, A Poſtſcript, | 
in Anfwer to the Objections that have been 
made againſt his firſt Letter. The Third be- 
ing a Reply to his Lordſhip's Anſwer to the 
Repreſentation of the Committee of Convoca- 
tion, Humbly addreſs'd to his Lordſhip. 

9. The abſolute Unlawfulnefs of the Stage - 
Entertainment fully demonſtrated; By W. 
_ A. M. ee '8vo. 


10. An 
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10. An Enquiry into the Evidence of the 
Chriſtian Religion. By a Lady. 8vo. 1728. 
11. An Enquiry after Happineſs, In Three 
Parts, By the late Reverend Richard Lucas, 
D. D. The 5th Edit. In 2 Vols. 8vo. 
12. Practical Chriſtianity ; or, An Account 
of the Holineſs which the Goſpel enjoins, 
with the Motives to it, and . the. Remedies it 
ropoſes againſt Temptations. With a Prayer 
3 2 each diſtin,” Head. To which 
are added, Chriſtian Thoughts for every Day 
of the Month. Wherein is. repreſented the 
Nature of unfeigned Repentance, and of per- 
fect Love towards God. By the late Richard 
Lucas, D. D. The 6th Edit Zvo. 
"TY The Plain Man's Guide to N eaven; 
containing his Duty, 1. Towards God. 2. To- 
wards his Neighbour. With proper Prayers, 
Meditations, and Fjaculations, Deſigned: 
chiefly for the Countryman, Tradeſman, La- 
bourer, and ſuch like. The 4th Edit. 12mo. 
By the late Reverend Richird Lucas, D. D. 
14. The Duty of Servants, containing, 
1. Their Preparation for and Choice of a Ser- 
vice. 2. Their Duty in Service. Together 
with Prayers ſuited to each Duty. All which 
may be accommodated likewiſe, for the moſt 
part, to' Apprentices. To which is added, A 
Diſcourſe' of the Sacrament, ſuited peculiarly 
to Servants. By the late Richard Lucas, D. D. 
The 4th Edition. 
15. A moral Proof of the Certainty of 3 | 
Future State. The 2d Edit. 8vq. 1728. 


